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under the protection of Napoleon, who sought
iiy a combination to create a group of bar-
rier states between France on the one hand
and Austria and Prussia on the other. The
league was made up of sixteen states, the
governing princes of which formed marriage
alliances with Napoleon's family. Among
these princes were the kings of Bavaria and
"Wiirttemberg. The formation of the league
marked the end of the Holy Eoman Empire,
but the Confederation itself disappeared on
the downfall of Napoleon. All the small
states comprising it were later made a part
of the German Empire.

CONFUCIUS, konfu'slieus, or KONG-
FUTSE (550-478 B. C.), a famous Chinese
sage, founder of one of the world's great re-
ligious systems. He was born in the province
of Shantung, then belonging in part to the
small vassal kingdom of Lu. His father,
who was of royal descent, died three years
later, and the boy was reared in compar-
ative poverty by his mother. At the age of
seventeen he was made inspector of corn
markets, at nineteen he married, and after
about four years, in which a son and two
daughters were born him, he commenced his
career as a teacher.
In 517 B. C. he was
induced by two mem-
bers of one of the
principal houses in
Lu, who had joined
his band of disciples,
to visit the capital
"with them, where he
had interviews with
Lao-tze, the founder
of Taoism. Though
temporarily driven
from Lu to Tsi by a revolution, he soon re-
turned thither with an increased following-,
and at the age of fifty-two he was made chief
magistrate ,of the city of Chung-too. So
striking a reformation was effected by him
that he was chosen minister of crime, and
with the aid of two powerful disciples, he
elevated, the state of Lu to a leading position
in the kingdom. Its marquis, however, soon
after gave himself up to debauchery, and
Confucins became a wanderer in many states
for thirteen years. In 483 he returned to
Lu, but he "would not take office, and he
passed his last five years in retirement.

Coaf&cTas left no "work detailing Ms moral
wid social system^ but he compiled and edit-
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ed the ancient Chinese classics, called the
Five Books, and these, together with the
Four Books, produced by his disciples, make
up the Chinese bible. The teaching of Con-
fucius has had, and still has, an immense in-
fluence in China, though he can hardly be
said to have founded either a religion or a
philosophy. All his teaching was devoted
to practical morality and to the duties of
man in this world in relation to his fellow
men; in it was summed up the wisdom ac-
quired by his own insight and experience
and that derived from the teaching of the
sages of antiquity. Until the revolution
which established a republic, Confucianism
was the state religion, and to-day it is the
ethical basis of the educational system. It
has about 256,000,000 adherents.

CONGLOMERATE, Icon glom' er ate, a
term applied by geologists to rocks consist-
ing mostly of water-worn pebbles, or an-
gular fragments cemented together by silica,
lime, iron or some other substance, which
usually forms the main body of the rock.
When the rock contains a large number of
pebbles, it is called pudding stone, because
of its resemblance to a plum pudding. When
angular fragments are cemented together,
they form 'breccia.

CONGO, kong'go, or KONGO, the name
given to two territories in equatorial Africa.
The larger belongs to Belgium, and is known
as the BELGIAN COHGO ; the other is a French
possession, and is now called FRENCH EQU-
ATORIAL AFRICA, also FRENCH CONGO. Both
territories were once combined in the Congo
Free State. The region was first made known
to the world through the explorations of Liv-
ingstone and Stanley.

Belgian Congo. This territory was an-
nexed to Belgium in 1908 by the consent of
the European powers. It lies entirely in-
land, the most westerly point in its irreg-
ular boundary being about fifty miles from
the Atlantic Ocean. It is drained by the
mighty Congo Eiver and its tributaries. The
equator crosses the country about 300 miles
south of the northern boundary. The cli-
mate, though warm, is healthful, and the soil
is capable of producing abundant crops in
great variety. On the higher land cereals
are grown, and there are vast areas being
developed for fruits and vegetables. The
mineral resources are yet practically un-
touched, but there are great possibilities for
the future.